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The cold winter air of January can make us feel like staying inside our warm comfortable home and reading can 
make the winter months fly by. It’s fun reading books with children. Taking turns reading and discussing illustrations 
never gets old. Children enjoy the experience of cuddling up with a good book with Mom or Dad. They will remember 
it well into their mature years. Make some memories whenever the opportunity arises and enjoy a special read aloud 
time with your child! To help your child enjoy reading we have a variety of opportunities. Our all school winter reading 
challenge continues until February 4th. Tomorrow, gr. 2 will take part in the “Read-A-Thon” and during the next few 
weeks Gr. 1 students will partake in a special writing activity to create a classroom book. On March 2nd we will have a 
night event at the RLM School for students and families - Read Across America.   Later on in March we will have our 
Book Fair.  Preview Night will be Friday, March 17th from 6:30-8pm at the RLM cafeteria. The theme is "Happy 
Camper - S'More fun with books!" Our PTO will be coordinating this event and will be looking for volunteers. More 
details to come!  The shopping will be during school hours the week after the Preview Night. 

 
PATRIOT’S DAY: Friday, Jan. 27 is Patriot’s Day! Wear your favorite Patriot gear in support of our team! 

 
THE SNOWMAN STACK!  Our winter reading challenge is burying our school under piles of snowballs!  Designed 

to increase reading time and enjoyment, you can help your 
child benefit from this program by setting aside some time 
each day for reading.  The time may be spent when your 
child reads alone, time that your child reads aloud to you 
or a relative, or time when you read to your child.  Every 
minute spent reading—alone or together—counts! 
Reading snowballs will be accepted every day through 
Friday, Feb. 10th.  The grade that reads the most will 
receive a special reward.  Which grade is in the lead?  Be 
on the lookout for this week’s update!  
 
GRADE 2 - READ-A-THON: Our “Read for 2017” 
pizza party will be tomorrow. Gr. 2 students will enjoy 

what has become a Gr.2 tradition, an event that celebrates both reading and the New Year.  All second grade students 
and teachers will read silently in their classrooms for 2017 seconds (which is equivalent to 33 minutes and 37 seconds). 
Following the read-a-thon, each class will lunch together in their classroom.  Food Services Director Ann Marie Grinder 
and the cafeteria staff will prepare pizzeria-style pizzas made with fresh dough.  In addition, they will be served fresh 
veggies and water. 
 
GRADE 1 STUDENT BOOKS:  Gr. 1 students are partaking in a special writing activity that will be published in a 
hardcover classroom-created book by Studentreasures Publishing.  Your child will have his/her own pages in the class 
book; one with his/her writing and the other with his/her illustration. The other pages will showcase their classmates' 
work.  Book purchases are optional.  Pre-order forms were sent home earlier this week. Orders and payments are due by 
Friday, Feb. 10 th .   If you have any questions, please contact your child’s classroom teacher or Mrs. Enos. 
 
READ ACROSS AMERICA:  Save the date…March 2nd for Read Across America!!  A family event to celebrate 
reading and children will get a free book to take home!  
 
BIRTHDAYS WITH THE PRINCIPAL:  Jan. birthday students will celebrate Birthdays with the Principal  at lunch 
time in the conference room on Jan. 30, 2017.  Summer birthdays will be celebrated before school ends. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL: The School Council is a group of teachers, parents, community members, and the principal that 
meet regularly during the year to formulate a school improvement plan.  We will have meetings once a month on 
Mondays at 3:30pm in the Reading Room. Dates are as follows: 1/30, 2/27/17, 3/27/17 & 4/24/17. 
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PRIDE RECOGNITION:  FAIRNESS:  Our January’s character trait is Fairness . The students have been discussing 
fairness  in their classrooms.  Fairness  can be described as the ability to make judgments free from discrimination or 
dishonesty.  I have observed many children practicing this character trait in the hallways, recess and lunch area. I 
observed a child who was a line leader but dropped his lunch card putting him 5th in line, but in fairness  the students let 
him go to the front of the line. I also was told a story about a child who was using a swing but realized she had been on 
the swing for a long time and recess was ending soon.  In fairness , she got off and let her friend swing the last few 
minutes of recess. Teachers have been sending nominations to me. Students will be recognized at an all school 
assembly  in early February. Don’t forget to talk to your child about the subject. 
 
BOOT CAMP: PTO is in the second session of Boot Camp.  It is $10 a class and runs from 6pm to 7pm in the Howard 
Gym.  The remaining dates are 1/30, 2/6, and 2/13 - all dates are Mondays..  Please bring a mat, water and a pair of 
weights.  No experience necessary. 
 
NEXT GENERATION MCAS:  Gr. 3 students will be participating in the statewide testing this spring.  We have not 
finalized specific test dates yet but the window for ELA testing is April 3-May 3, and Math testing is April 4-May 26. 
 
SCHOOL VACATION:  Mark your calendar.  Winter break: February 20th – February 24th. 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING: Monday - February 13 - MSHS - The Learning Commons - 6:30 pm. 
 
CODE TO THE FUTURE:  The second session has begun. Classes remaining:  January  26th  along with Feb. 2nd, 
9th, 16th. Contact Dillon Pierce at 781-816-2354 or by email - Dillon.Pierce@CodeToTheFuture.com for additional 
information.  
 
WINTER 2017 ENRICHMENT PROGRAM:  Winter session began this week. Classes are from 3pm – 4pm.  Paint 
with the Masters /  Mrs. Sandy Churchill and Winter Wonderland  /Mrs. Kerryanne Cummins - - remaining Monday dates 
are 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/27, 3/6.   On Tuesdays we offer:  Sports Enrichment / Mr. Joe Russell. And  Little Yogis/  Ms. 
Amanda Enos. Tuesday dates remaining:  1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/28, 3/7. Friday class is Gift Shoppe/Mrs. Sandy Churchill 
& Mrs. Kerryanne Cummins. Friday remaining dates are 1/27, 2/03, 2/10 2/17, 3/3, 3/10.   Students must be picked up 
promptly at the bus port, unless arrangements have been made for your child to attend the SC Program.  For more info 
you may contact Mrs. Sandy Churchill at SLCMEC@aol.com.  
 
PARENT DROP OFF/PICKUP:  When waiting in line for morning drop off and afternoon ppu on Steppingstone 
Drive, remember to stay pulled over to the right hand side of the road.  This will allow for the bus drivers to maneuver 
to their area of pickup and drop off.  We are working closely with Lucini’s Bus Company on the issue of the parents and 
bus drivers using the same entrance and exit.  Mr. Will Lucini has instructed his drivers to enter and exit slowly. He has 
asked them to work within the flow of the traffic line to ensure safe and timely travel for everyone; especially during the 
winter months when the snow mounds make the driveway even more narrow.  Thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 
 
HALF DAY DISMISSAL: February 8th - 12 noon dismissal – no lunch served 
 
CHILDCARE COSTS FOR 2016 TAX PURPOSES: If you need information regarding childcare costs for 2016 tax 
purposes, Dependent Care Tax Information forms are available at each school office and on the school website. Please 
complete and return to school or mail directly to Ms. Sarah Smith at Spring Street School, 2 Spring St., West 
Bridgewater, MA 02379. A form must be completed for each child. Programs that children have attended include: 
Spring Street Pre-school, RLM Enrichment, Howard Enrichment, Surround Care at Spring St, RLM, Howard, Let's Go 
Program, and Ready, Set, Go. Questions should be directed to Ms. Sarah Smith at 508 894-1230 ext. 123 or you may 
email her at ssmith@wbridgewater.com. 
 
PTO INFO:  Meeting dates for the remainder of the school year are: 2/7, 3/21, 4/25 & 5/23. Meetings are held at 7pm 
in the Howard School Library. Our PTO provides educational programs, supplies and equipment for our students and 
staff.  All parents and staff are welcome!  Thank you to our regulars and we welcome new faces! 
 

 
The West Bridgewater Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

homelessness, or disability... 
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